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Course Description:
The goal of the course is to contribute to the participants’ knowledge of death and the processes of dying and bereavement, which in turn will result in both personal and/or professional growth.  Emphasis will be placed on the experiential/interactive and participation will be encouraged.  Content will include historical and cross cultural perspectives on death, funeral and death rites, children’s experience of death and grief, overview of the grief process, hospice, ethical considerations, and physician-assisted suicide.

Course Objectives:

This course will:

1. Provide an interdisciplinary perspective to thanatology.

2. Introduce students to multiple current and historical issues related to death and dying.

3. Promote the development of self-awareness as related to mortality.

4. Assist students in developing skills for helping either professionally or personally in areas of dying and grief.

Student Learning Outcomes:

At the end of this course students will be able to:

1. Discuss cross-cultural perspectives on death

2. Demonstrate an understanding of the grief process

3. Explain the legal and social implications of funeral rites

4. Compare funeral rites and mourning rituals across cultures

5. Analyze the ethical implications of end-of-life decision-making

Course Length:  33 hours

Grading Criteria:  A-F or Pass/No Pass

Required Text:

Despelder, L. and Strickland, A. (2005).  The Last Dance:  Encountering Death & Dying, Seventh Edition.  McGraw-Hill Publishing, Boston.  

Prerequisites:  None

Major Topic Outline:

Perspectives on Death:  Cross Cultural & Historical

Health Care Systems and Hospice Care

Facing Death:  Living with Life-Threatening Illness

Medical Ethics

Grief and Bereavement

Last Rites:  Funerals & Body Disposition

Legal Issues

Death Throughout the Lifespan

Suicide

Beyond Death/After Life

Personal and Social Choices
